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February 23, 2009

Chairman Paul Kelley and

Honorable Members of the

Sonoma County Board of Supervisors
2550 Ventura Avenue

Santa Rosa, CA 95404

RE: DUTRA / HAYSTACK LANDING ASPHALT PLANT AND RECYCLING
FACILITY

Honorable Chairman Kelley and Members of the Board of Supervisors:

On behalf of The Dutra Group and Dutra Materials (Dutra), I would like to respond to
claims recently made by opponents of the Haystack Project concerning the history of
Dutra’s asphalt operations in Petaluma.

Let me be clear that I stand by my statements at the February 3 hearing that Dutra’s
asphalt plant and barge offloading facility, which has operated one-half mile to the north
of Haystack Landing for more than twenty (20) years, has had no significant history of
complaints from the community and has been a good neighbor, as well as a vital
resource. The Haystack Project will replace the old asphalt plant and barge offloading
facility with state-of-the-art equipment and operations, providing greater efficiency,
reducing environmental impacts and enhancing aesthetics.

As I also stated at the February 3 hearing, however, there have been issues that needed to
be addressed over the years at Dutra facilities. I gave examples of how we responded
promptly to issues raised concerning San Rafael Rock Quarry and benefited from the
“lessons learned” on how we could do things better. We met with community
representatives and County officials and voluntarily implemented additional measures to
address community concerns. In recognition of these voluntary measures and community
outreach efforts, last year San Rafael Rock Quarry received a total of 16 complaints from
neighbors, either directly or through the County. Of these, 10 were from the same two
individuals. These numbers were down dramatically from earlier years — a reduction of
more than 77 percent from the complaints received in 2007, and a reduction of more than
92 percent from the complaints received in 2006.

In the case of Dutra’s old asphalt plant on Petaluma Boulevard South — and like most
industrial facilities — regulatory issues have come up from time to time in the past,
including issues with the Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD)
concerning permit requirements. For example, there were reports of odors and smoke
emissions several years ago, a permit restriction on barge trips was exceeded one year,
and permit requirements for a leased temporary plant were not fully achieved.






